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FOREWORD

DAVID BENEDICT was born on October 10, 1779, in
Norwalk, Conn., the eldest child of Thomas and Martha
Benedict. He became a member of the Baptist Church at
Stanford, Conn., in 1799. Supporting himself as a
shoemaker’s apprentice and as a private tutor, he was able
to graduate from Brown University in 1806, having early
expressed a profound interest in Baptist history. For
twenty-five years, he served as the pastor of the First
Baptist Church in Pawtucket, R.I.

His major publications include: The Watery War, or a
Poetical Description of the Controversy on the Subjects and
Mode of Baptism, by John of Enon, published anonymously
when he was in college; A General History of the Baptist
Denomination in America and Other Parts of the World,
published in 1813 and revised in 1848; Fifty Years Among
the Baptists, published in 1860; and History of the
Donatists, published after his death, which occurred on
December 5, 1874.

Dr. Benedict was the first American historian to write of
the Baptists on a national scale. His research took him into
all sections of the United States of the early 19th Century,
one of our nation's most dramatic eras. A careful study of
his General History. . . is essential to a study of the history
of Baptists in America.

The value of Fifty Years. . . lies in its intimate and frank
view of one of the most important half centuries in the devel-
opment of our people in this country. This was a time when
Baptists were searching for their true identity. The age of
persuasion was past. A great unlimited field of expansion lay
ahead on the frontier. Would Baptists maintain their age-old
devotion to New Testament distinctives, or would they
merge into the ever growing American Protestant move-
ment? Dr. Benedict’s work gives to us of today a unique
glimpse at the dangers of such an assimilation.
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PREFACE.

MY main object in preparing this small volume

has been to collect and preserve such portions of

Baptist history as could not be conveniently in-
serted in my former writings on this subject. Al-
though most of the incidents here recorded are



of a very common character, yet they may be
interesting to some of our people, who would like
to review the doings of their brethren for the pe-
riod they embrace; they may also afford aid to
our future historians.

In the second part of this work, called the Ap-
pendixz, I have given my comments on the model
of the early Christians, in the construction of their
churches, on the deaconship, on preaching, preach-
ers and pulpits, and on church discipline generally,
embraces the substance of my notes and comments
on these matters for many years past.

As T have outlived most of my cotemporaries,
and having from my youthful days cultivated a
somewhat familiar acquaintance with all Baptist
people, in all parts of the country, now in the
evening of life, I leave for their perusal a few
sketches of my experience and observations among
them, for the last fifly years.

The form of Decades, or periods of ten years each,
is a plan of my own, as I thought it would be more

convenient, both for myself, and my readers.

Pawrvcker, Rhode Island, November 12, 1859.
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“A HISTORY of the Baptists should be understood in its
objects and aims; and cleared, in the beginning, of
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Dr. J. L. M. Curry (1825-1903)
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